
Murphy’s Flaw includes the following members: 

 

 
 
John Bryan, banjo player, hails from Normal, Illinois (we’re not making this 

up) and has been playing banjo since the Great Folk Scare of the 50s and 

60s.  Many in Central Illinois were scared, then relieved when he took up 
bluegrass, thinking that would keep him quiet for a while.  It did not. 

 
Arlo Zoos, a New York City native and former Godless Rock and Roller, was 

the first female electric bassist to graduate from Musicians Institute, and is 
fluent in Western, Country, and of all things, Ska.  She is now a licensed 

Clinical Social Worker, which comes in handy during practices. 
 

Frank Harper is a folkie through and through, and knows many, if not all, 
of the standard tunes.  If Frank had a hammer, he’d hammer on the wreck 

of the Edmund Fitzgerald until The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down, which 
led, of course, to the Sounds of Silence.  He plays guitar, clawhammer 

banjo, and is pretty doggone good on lap steel guitar. When not Flawing 
about, he’s a docent at the Getty Villa Museum in Malibu.  Impressive, non? 

 

Hiro Goto is the band’s fiddler.  He’s a graduate of Berklee College of Music 
in Boston, where he graduated with a double-major in jazz violin and sound 

engineering.  When he’s not playing with the Flaw, Hiro, originally from 
Tokyo, is a session musician, orchestra player, composer and arranger.  

When he is playing with the Flaw, he hopes none of those people notice.  So 
far, so good. 

 
Gary Friedman is an amazing watercolor artist, and only a slightly less 

amazing jazz guitarist and Dobro player.  A former music educator in Santa 



Clarita, Gary is the power behind the Flaw’s vocal arrangements, which 

come together in a never ending cascade of sound reminiscent of the Garage 
Door of Sound. (We couldn’t afford a Wall of Sound.) 

 
Donald “Buzz” Brown is the mando player, high tenor (legal pot notice: he 

sings high tenor…), and is the keeper of the bluegrass flame: he carries the 
collected works of Bill Monroe, Stanley Brothers, and Flatt and Scruggs in 

fourteen 3-ring binders he laboriously unloads and re-loads at every 
practice.  The guy’s in good shape. 


